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1 . AS FURTHER EVIDENCE OE LAO COMMUNIST PRESSURE ON THE ROMAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH (REFTEL), THE CHURCH OE NOTRE DAME IN THE PHONE 
XAY QUARTIER OF VIENTIANE (TE 484.879) WAS CLOSED BY LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES IN LATE JUNE, 1976. WE HAVE NOT YET DETERMINED TO 
WHAT USE THE BUILDING WILL BE PUT. 

2. IMMACULATA CHURCH AT KM 3 ON THE THA DEUA ROAD IN THE SALA- 
KOKTANE DISTRICT (TE 481.844) WAS SIMILARLY CLOSED IN MID-1975, 

AND ITS BUILDING APPEARS TO HAVE BECOME LIVING QUARTERS FOR 
LAO PEOPLE'S LIBERATION ARMY TROOPS AND THEIR EAMILIES. ENGLISH- 
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DAME AND CONTINUED TO WORSHIP THERE EVEN AETER SUNDAY-AFTERNOON 
MASSES IN ENGLISH WERE DISCONTINUED ABOUT JANUARY, 1976. 

3. NOW, ONLY ONE CATHOLIC CHURCH IS KNOWN TO REMAIN IN VIENTIANE: 

THIS IS THE CHURCH OE SACRE COEUR IN THE PHIAVAT QU ARTIER, 

ACROSS A SIDE-STREET EROM THE ERENCH EMBASSY COMPOUND (TE 478.872). 
MASSES CONTINUE THERE, AT LEAST FOR THE TIME BEING, IN FRENCH AND 
LAO BUT ARE NOT OFEERED IN ENGLISH - EVIDENTLY EOR "POLITICAL" 

REASONS - EVEN THOUGH A LAO ASSISTANT PRIEST SPEAKS GOOD 
ENGLISH AND PERHAPS HALF THE PARISHIONERS NOWADAYS ARE 
BRITISH OR AMERICAN. THE SENIOR PRIEST AT SACRE COEUR IS THE 

ONLY REMAINING ERENCH PRIEST IN THE CITY (REFTEL, PARA 6). 

BOTH HE AND HIS LAO ASSISTANT SHIETED FROM NOTRE DAME TO 

SACRE COEUR, OR PERHAPS HAD SERVED THE TWO PARISHES SIMULTANEOUSLY. 

4. MEANWHILE, SO EAR AS WE HAVE BEEN ABLE TO DETERMINE, ALL OR 
ALMOST ALL PROTESTANT RELIGIOUS EACILITIES IN VIENTIANE 
HAVE ALSO BEEN CLOSED DURING THE PAST YEAR, SOME OE THEM 
EVIDENTLY ONLY IN THE LAST EEW WEEKS. 

CORCORAN 


LIMITED OEEICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: CHURCH STATE RELATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 17 JUL 1976 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: KelleyWO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976VIENTI01724 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760276-0062 
From: VIENTIANE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760747/aaaabosn.tel 

Line Count: 81 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 VIENTIANE 1535 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: KelleyWO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 22 APR 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <22 APR 2004 by CunninFX>; APPROVED <19 AUG 2004 by KelleyW0> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CLOSURE OF A CATHOLIC CHURCH IN VIENTIANE ROME FOR AMBASSADOR LODGE'S OFFICE 
TAGS: PINT, PFOR, SCUL, LA, VT 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



